
Florence A. Austrheim
February 3, 1918 - February 6, 2016

Florence Avanelle Rasmussen was born February 3, 1918, to R.O. and Anna May
(Woster) Rasmussen in Roland, Iowa. She was baptized on May 26 at the Bergen Church.
Florence had fond memories of growing up in Crystal Lake with her family and many
friends, including the Rognesses, the Nelsons, and Mathisons.

The family moved to rural Story County when Florence was a senior in high school. The
students at Milford School were most welcoming and Florence was invited to join the girls
basketball team after making an impressive long shot.

After graduation, she attended AIB in Des Moines. With the lure of higher wages, she
moved to Chicago. During the war years, she worked at a defense plant, Dx Crystal, that
made electronics for airplanes. It was there she met her future husband, Harold
Austrheim.

Harold's father, Knut, traveled to Iowa to visit the Rasmussen family. To Florence's
surprise, Harold was happy to move to Ames. They married and fell in love with the 13th
Street hill area and moved to a house on Summit Avenue, where they lived for some
years. In 1962, the Austrheim family moved to Roosevelt Avenue, where she was a
member of the neighborhood club, Emanon. She was an active member of Bethesda
Lutheran Church. Florence enjoyed planning birthday parties for her children and outdoor
fun. One of her hobbies was writing poetry, including her annual Christmas letter. Flowers
were also a personal satisfaction, as was spending time with her six grandchildren.

With advancing age, Florence moved to the Madrid Home where she spent her final years.
She celebrated her 98th birthday party with family members and said it had been a good
life.

Florence passed away at 98 years of age on February 6, 2016, at the Madrid Home. 

Florence is survived by her daughters, Linda (Thomas) Ross and Sarah (Andrew)



Orngard; and six grandchildren, Tim (Dara) Ross, Matthew Ross, Ehler Orngard, Ella
Orngard, Severie Orngard, and Solveig Orngard.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Harold; her brother, Robert
Rasmussen; her sister, Gertrude Thompson; and her son, Owen Austrheim.

Memorial gifts may be directed to Bethesda Lutheran Church or the Madrid Home.

Her cremated remains will be buried in the Roland Cemetery.



Events

FEB 
10

Visitation 02:00PM - 03:00PM

Adams Funeral Home & Cremation Service
502 Douglas Avenue, Ames, IA, US, 50010

FEB 
10

Memorial Service 03:00PM

Adams Funeral Home & Cremation Service
502 Douglas Avenue, Ames, IA, US, 50010

FEB 
10

Fellowship 03:30PM

Adams Funeral Home & Cremation Service
502 Douglas Avenue, Ames, IA, US, 50010



Comments

To Sarah and family.
My thought and prayers to you and yours. Fond memories of our elementary/jr high
days-enjoying the Roosevelt playgrounds then heading to your home across the
street. Your mother was always so welcoming. As a reminder of those days I still
have a photo in my study taken on your communion day in your backyard-you in a
lovely yellow grannie gown and me in a short dress with gangly legs and braces.

Your mother lived a long life and with you and your family so close I am sure there
are lasting memories.

Mary Van Der Maaten

Mary Van Der Maaten - February 11 at 06:08 PM

To the family of Florence Avanelle Rasmussen Austrheim:
Florence was a Milford Twp graduate in the Class of 1935 and we are proud to share
our condolences with her loved ones on behalf of her full life and longevity. Treasure
your memories and count your blessing at this difficult time of closure. We regret not
having been able to catch up with her before we published our book, "Milford Twp
And Proud of It!" and also to find we had misspelled her name. Corrections will be
made on the Story County Gen/Web site. We would also welcome contact with
family members. Gods Peace be with you,
Milfordites and Co Authors Dale Hughes and Jurine Borton Moore 
319-361-3300, jurineb@hotmail.com

Jurine Borton Moore - February 09 at 09:05 PM
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